
Dear Roller Families: 
 
We are aware of the heightened anxiety and concern that is present in and around our schools 
regarding novel coronavirus (COVID-19). During the past several days, I had the opportunity to meet 
with local public health and safety experts and to network with other school district leaders to identify 
the best path forward for our community. 
  

We will continue to monitor guidance as issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. These experts have all advised us that our best defense is to 
control personal transmission through good hygiene, proper hand washing, and staying home when sick. 
They have also shared that coronavirus (COVID-19) is transmitted like the common flu virus and that 
symptoms often include fever, cough and/or shortness of breath.  
  

It is important to note that, as of the date and time of this communication, there are no confirmed 
cases of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in Steelton-Highspire School District or Dauphin County. 
  

As Districts to our east close due to reported cases in their schools or communities, we thought it would 
be important to provide you with our thought process regarding school closure and curtailment of 
school activities and events. At this time, we do not plan to cancel events or gatherings unless directed 
to by state officials.  However, should we choose to close school to ensure the health and safety of 
our community, all events, practices, and use of District facilities would be immediately 
stopped. Additionally, field trips will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
  

If school is closed for students, it would also be closed for staff members. The Secretary of Education 
recently put out a communication that stated that schools should plan to make up days in accordance 
with the School Code - which requires us to have either 180 days of school or 990 hours for secondary 
students)/900 hours for elementary students of instruction during the year.  Based on our current 
instructional hours, we believe we have almost 5 day’s worth of time we could miss without making up 
student days. If the District was closed more than 5 days, we would need to make up the additional 
student days.  In either scenario, we would need to make up staff days and time based on each staff 
group’s contract and the School Code.  As of now, our building principals are evaluating our capacity to 
deliver instruction remotely as a way to negate extending the school year in the case of a prolonged 
school closure. 
 
In the case of community spread, I was informed that the Department of Health will be contacting the 
school district directly to give guidance on the next steps on this pandemic, up to and including the 
possibility of a school closure.  Due to the heightened awareness, there may be rumors and inaccurate 
reporting on social media and various websites.  As a district, we will not react to these rumors and 
will take guidance directly from the Pennsylvania Department of Health. 
   

The below are some protocols the district is following to mitigate the potential spread of the virus and 
its impact on the district/community: 
  

1. As part of our overall preparedness, I am asking anyone to report any international travel you 
are taking in the coming weeks.  This is being done to ensure that the District is in compliance 
with changing guidance from the PA Department of Health related to mandatory and self- 
quarantine, and able to identify potential concerns as they arise.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOljG34-M8UGkh8OQVWq0V30OOKg7epUUt93OtR3U7cvs8kg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/pa-department-of-health-updates-travel-guidance-for-returning-travelers/article_f844585a-1786-5177-8808-c909028da7a9.html
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/pa-department-of-health-updates-travel-guidance-for-returning-travelers/article_f844585a-1786-5177-8808-c909028da7a9.html


2. If your child has a medical condition or are immunosuppressed in some way, I would ask that 
you share that information with the nurse in their building. This information will not be shared 
unless it is medically necessary to be shared, but we want to make sure that a District 
professional is aware of any conditions that are present in our population.   

3. Take care of yourself and your loved ones.  Even though the virus has shown to be mild for most 
healthy children and adults, it has been shown to be very serious for many seniors.  Make sure 
you are making preparations for yourselves and your loved ones. 

4. The best way to keep us all safe is for sick individuals to stay home from school.   
5. All district communications regarding COVID-19 will be delivered from the Superintendent. 

  

The challenges associated with COVID-19 are likely to continue for some time. We are grateful for the 
strength that comes from a community that cares about our schools and for the excellent work of our 
administration, faculty, and staff.  
  

Please continue to monitor our website at https://www.shsd.k12.pa.us/ for updates, to review previous 
communications, and for a list of resources.   
  

I appreciate everyone’s support through this challenging situation.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Travis M. Waters, Ed.D. 
 

https://www.shsd.k12.pa.us/

